
God’s Unfolding Story

Unfolding God’s 
Story for Parents

Esther is a great example for both 

girls and boys, of courage. She 

had a choice of doing the right 

thing for her people and her Lord 

or doing the easy thing. Talk with 

your preschooler about choosing 

to do the things that honor God.

Ask: “Have you ever been 

frightened?” (listen, discuss, share 

a time you were afraid)

Say: “We all have times that we are afraid. Listen to our story 

from the Bible today about how a young lady had courage even 

though she was afraid.”

Open your Bible to Esther and tell the story. 

Bible Story
Esther and the King (Esther 2-9)

Esther was a beautiful young Jewish woman who lived in Susa 

with her relative Mordecai. Mordecai had loved and cared for 

Esther, probably since she was a little girl. They were Jews, 

members of God’s special people. (In the Bible, the Israelites 

sometimes are called “Jews.”)

   The king of Susa was King Xerxes. One day he decided to 

choose a woman to be his wife and to be the queen. Many 

beautiful women were taken to the palace so the king could 

make his choice. He chose Esther, so she went to live in the 

palace. Mordecai told Esther, “Don’t tell anyone you are a Jew. 

Many people do not like the Jewish people.” So Esther obeyed 

Mordecai’s words. Every day Mordecai would watch after Esther. 

He would sit at a gate called the King’s Gate and check to see 

how she was doing. 

   A man named Haman worked for King Xerxes. Haman didn’t 

like God’s people. He went to the king and asked him to make 

a law that would be harmful to the Jews. The king did not know 

Esther was an Israelite, so he agreed to the new law. 

   Mordecai and Esther heard about the new law. They were very 

sad and afraid. Mordecai told Esther she must talk to the king. 

Esther knew she would be putting her life in danger if the king 

would not allow her to talk with him, but she wanted to rescue 

her people. Esther, Mordecai, and 

all the Jews in Susa began to pray. 

They prayed and did not eat for 

three days. Then Esther dressed 

in her most beautiful gown. Even 

though she was afraid, she went to 

see the king.

   Esther walked slowly down the 

hall to the throne room where king 

Xerxes was sitting. The king looked 

up and saw his beautiful queen in 

the doorway. Would he allow Esther 

to enter the room or refuse her? King Xerxes raised his scepter! 

That meant Esther could enter the room.

   Esther bowed to the king, and he asked her what she wanted. 

She asked King Xerxes and Haman if they would come to a 

dinner. Esther said she would tell the king what she wanted at 

the dinner. Esther and her helpers prepared a wonderful meal 

for the king. At the special meal, Esther talked to the king about 

the plan to harm the Jews. She said to King Xerxes, “I am a 

Jew.” He was upset and said, “Who would make up such a 

plan?” Esther pointed to Haman. The king was very angry with 

Haman, and he had him taken from the palace. The king wrote 

a new law that would help protect the Jews. God gave Queen 

Esther courage to do what was right for God’s special people, 

and God’s people were saved!

Say: “We can all learn from Esther, who faced up to her fears 

though prayer and trusting God.

Pray together that can turn to God when you are afraid.

Activity Suggestion 
Make a COURAGE button

Use cardboard, or stiff paper, markers tape and a safety pin to 

make a button to remind your preschooler to have courage like 

Esther. Courage = Trust God

Say: “Whenever you are feeling afraid, pin your Courage button 

on to remind you of Esther’s courage as she trusted God.
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Parents
Connect 1. God created everything.

2. People disobeyed God.

3. God chose a special people. 

4. God sent Jesus to help us. 

5. Jesus began the Church.

6. Jesus is preparing heaven for us.

Bible Story:  
Esther and the King 

(Esther 2–9)
Bible Phrase: 

“Do not be afraid, God is with 
you” (Joshua 1:9).

Bible Truth: I can trust God to 
give me courage to do what 

He asks me to do. 


